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(FOR  BROADCAST  USE  OELY) 

I  U.  8.  Department  ol  Agriculture 

Subject:  "ITews  itfotes  from  Washington."  Items  of  interest  to  women,  from  U.  S  . 
Department  of  Agriculture. 


Here  it  is  the  first  day  of  June  — 


"The  month  of  brides  and  roses, 

When  pleasant  sights  salute  the  eyes 
And  pleasant  scents,  the  noses." 


I  hope  I'm  quoting  that  verse  correctly.     Anyway  --  it's  a  good  intro- 
duction to  our  weekly  news  letter  from  Washington,  for  our  correspondent  begins 
her  letter  with  news  about  flowors  —  three  new  carnations,  named  Othello, 
Shepherdess,  and  Senorita. 

"If  you  like  carnations,"  writes  our  correspondent,   "you  will  be 
interested  in  the  three  distinctive  varieties  created  in  the  greenhouses  of 
the  Department  of  Agriculture  by  crossing  older  varieties. 

"Othello,  Shepherdess,  and  Senorita  are  the  names.    According  to  the 
Bureau  of  Plant   Industry,   they  are  of  easy  culture,  readily  propagated,  and 
free  flowering.     They  have  shown  no  susceptibility  to  rust.     The  flowers  are 
well-formed  and  full,  and  have  good  keening  qualities.     The  stems  are  long, 
strong,  and  straight,  and  the  calyces  do  not  split. 

"Othello  is  a  beautiful  dark  red  variety,  derived  by  cross-nollinating 
the  varieties  Topsy  and  Spectrum  Supreme.     Othello  measures  three  and  three- 
fourths  inches,  with  velvety  petals  that  shade  from  carmine  to  ox-blood  red. 
Shepherdess ,  a  cameo  pink  in  shade,  belongs  to  the  light  pink  class.  It 
measures  three  and  one-half  inches.     Senori ta,   spinel  pink  with  a  rose  cast,  is  in 
the  dark  pink  class." 

So  much  for  the  three  new  carnations. 

The  next  news  item  is  from  the  Forest  Service.     Listen  to  this,  homemakers. 
"Ve've  had  sheets  and  pillowcases  and  dress  ?;oods  labeled  "?r e- Shrunk,  "  and  now 
it  looks  as  if  we'd  have  tables  and  chairs  and  even  floors  that  won't  shrink 
or  warn. 

Quoting  our  Washington  letter:   ,r.7ood  that  does  not  warp  or  shrink  — 
completely  sealed  with  waxes  that  resist  the  ravages  of  moisture  —  may  be  the 
answer  of  science  to  demands  of  wood  users  for  a  more  perfect  working  material. 
According  to  the  Forest  Service,  a  new  orocess  developed  by  Dr.  A.  J.  Stamm, 
chemist  of  the  Forest  Products  Laboratory,  opens  up  possibilities  of  finer 
craftmanship  in  wood,  and  better  service  to  the  user.     Sporting  goods,  such 
as  tennis  rackets  and  golf  clubs,  would  bo  free  from  the  hazards  of  warping; 
parquetry  floors  would  take  on  new  life,   smoothness,  and  a  permanent  polish; 
cabinets,  panels,  and  table  tons  would  stay  for  years  in  'new'  condition  —  all 
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rhile  preserving  a  natural  finish  to  reveal  the  beauty  of  the  wood  grain. 

"In  Dr,  Stamm's  process,  green  wood  can  be  used,  thus  eliminating  the 
ssity  for  seasoning.     ''Cellosolve',  which  is  a  specially  developed  chemical 
taace  which  does  the  trick  of  getting  the  wax  into  the  wood  cells,  is 
injected  into  the  wood,  dissolves  into  and  replaces  the  water,  and  the  water, 
because  it  boils  at  a  lower  temperature  than  does  cellosolve,  is  distilled  off. 

"Then  the  wood,  impregnated  with  cellosolve,  is  placed  in  a  melted  wax 
bath,  and  the  replacement  process  is  repeated  —  the  wax  dissolving  into  and 

cing  the  cellosolve,  which  is  in  turn  distilled  off.     Two  of  the  waxes 
used  successfully  in  Doctor  Stamn's  process  are  beeswax  and  stearin,  but  rosin 
and  linseed  oil  can  also  be  used  with  waxes,  in  many  combinations. 

"An  important  feature  of  this  new  process  for  making  shrink-proof  wood 
is  that  green  wood,  when  filled  with  waxes,  keeps  practically  its  natural  size, 
even  through  wide  changes  in  the  moisture  of  the  surrounding  air.     And  there's 
no  damage,   such  as  may  occur  when  green  wood  is  dried. " 

Well,  more  power  to  the  scientists,   say  I,   if  they  can  give  us  wood 
that  will  not  warp  or  shrink. 

Now  —  ('our  correspondent  is  certainly  talcing  us  all  over  the  Department 
of  Agriculture  today)  —  now  come  over  to  the  Weather  Bureau,  and  see  what's 
new  in  weather  forecasting.     Says  our  Washington  reporter: 

"I'm  oarticularly  interested  in  these  items  about  flying  forecasts,  after 
flying  to  Washington  from  Memphis  the  other  day.     It  was  a  beautiful  trip, 
'"e  flew  above  the  clouds  most  all  the  way.     It  was  like  sailing  over  snowbanks. 
In  the  far  distance  we  could  see  what  looked  like  huge  icebergs,  castles,  and 
fantastic  animals.    When  Mother  Nature,   sculptress,  gets  tired  of  a  medieval 
castle,   she  simply  rearranges  a  few  clouds  and  makes  a  group  of  polar  bears  ... 

"Getting  back  to  the  Weather  Bureau.     The  Chief,  Mr.  W.  R.  Gregg, 
announced  recently  that  the  Bureau  has  completed  plans  for-,  extending  its 
forecasting  service  to  nearly  h,CCC  miles  of  new  commercial  airways  established 
last  year.     Congress  has  appropriated  $Uc,CCC  for  the  purpose.     This  money  will 
be  used  for  the  observers  and  meteorological  instruments  needed  in  reporting 
weather  conditions  along  the  new  airlines. 

"The  airways  to  get  the  new  service  are  those  running  rom  Newark, 
Hew  Jersey  to  Buffalo,  Hew  York,  and  to  Atlantic  City,  New  Jersey;  from 
Washington,  D.  C,  to  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  and  to  Murf reesboro ,  Tennessee;  from 
Charleston,  South  Carolina,  to  Atlanta,  Georgia;  from  Omaha,  Nebraska,  to 
Bismarck,  Worth  Dakota;  from  Sioux  Jails,  South  Dakota,   to  St.  Paul,  i.innesota; 
from  SI  Paso,  Texas,  to  Albuquerque,  Hew  Mexico;  from  Cheyenne,  Wyoming,  to 
Billings,  Montana;  from  Billings  to  Spokane,  Washington,  and  from  Seattle  to 
Spokan  e ,  Washington . 
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"At  intermediate  stations  along  these  lines  the  7,'eather  .Bureau  will  make 
surf  '.ce  observations,  that  is,   observations  covering  height  of  clouds, 
visibility,   temperature ,  dew  point,  barometric  pressure,  and  wind  direction 
nnd  velocity,  including  squalls  and  thunderstorms.    At  the  important  airway 
terminals  the  ."Bureau  will  nake  upper  air  observations.     At  the  terminals,  pilots 
will  be  able  to  get  forecasts  for  six  to  eight  hours  ahead. " 

An.:,  so  concludes  our  news  letter  from  the  Department  of  Agriculture, 
'we've  learned  about  new  varieties  of  carnations,  developed  by  the  Bureau  of 
Plant  Industry;  about  a  new  waxing  process,  developed  in  the  Porest  Service, 
that  makes  wood  which  will  riot  warp  or  shrink;  and  last  —  we've  learned  that 
the  United  States  '"eather  Bureau  will  soon  be  making  flying  forecasts  for  U,CC0 
miles  of  new  air  lines. 

That's  enough  scientific  information  for  one  day  .   .   .  I'll  be  with  you 
again  on  Monday,  as  usual. 
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